
 

February 16, 2021 
 
 
Dear Parent(s)/Guardian(s): 
 
First, I would like to apologize for any angst caused by last Friday’s email. The tenor of the emails I                    
received surpassed the level of most of the emails I have received over the last several weeks.                 
Clearly my desire to be proactive and avoid a surprise school closing was not felt to be a reasonable                   
rationale for adding two additional virtual days to the calendar. 
 
At this time I am announcing that I am cancelling the planned virtual days for February 18th and                  
February 19th and the district will follow the regular in-person instruction schedule. While this              
change increases the possibility that an unanticipated high level of absences among the bus drivers               
due to the pandemic could force the district to shift to virtual instruction with minimal notice, it is                  
being forced by an unintended consequence of the proposed new bus routes.  
 
On Thursday I will begin developing, with the administration, a plan to bring back all elementary                
students (grades 3-5) for five day in-person instruction with a projected starting date of April 6th at                 
the latest. Once the new routes were constructed it became apparent that several of them would                
have to be redone to address the additional students; while our current routes are able to handle the                  
additional students. Based on this information it was decided that the risk of maintaining the current                
system was worth taking.  
 
As with most decisions I make these days I expect that my mailbox will be filled with emails                  
questioning my character, intelligence, or some other personal characteristic that has contributed to             
my incompetence. Unfortunately it is the cost of doing business today. I can assure you that every                 
decision is based on one priority, maintaining a safe learning environment for the students and the                
staff. 
 
Stay healthy. 
 
Sincerely,  

 
 
 
 

John J. Marciante, Jr., Ph.D. 
Superintendent of Schools 


